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ECCLES STATION NEWS 
March 2019 

 

 

Welcome to the latest Eccles Station News. 

ItΩs that time of year again, folks.  Our annual meeting and AGM. 

 

Friends of Eccles Station 
 

REVIEW of the YEAR 
&  

Annual General Meeting 
 

To be held in Eccles Community Hall (ECHO) 
Eccles Town Hall, Church Street, Eccles, M30 0LH 

 
Tuesday 2nd April 2019 

7:30pm  
(public entry from 7pm, licensed bar and refreshments available) 

 
Keynote address: 

Northernôs Service and the Community 
Rebecca Styles 

Community and Sustainability Manager, 

 Central Region, Northern Railway 

 

 

All welcome 

For further information, contact FRECCLES 

0161 -789 5016 or freccles@btinternet.com 
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Miscellany. 

The editor of Eccles Station News wishes to remind readers that in September the Office of 

Rail and Road (ORR), chaired by Stephen Glaister, published its interim Inquiry report into 

what caused the May 2018 timetable disruption. 

 In particular the three-month Inquiry found that Network Rail, Govia Thameslink Railway 

(GTR), Northern, the Department for Transport (DfT), and the Office of Rail and Road (ORR) 

all made mistakes, which contributed to the collapse of services, particularly on the GTR and 

Northern routes. In other words, blame all round and not just the railway itself. Well that 

seems to have shut up the former backbitingΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ The MPs report on the fiasco was 

ƴƻƴŜ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎ DǊŀȅƭƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ to act either. 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmtrans/1163/116302.htm  See 

the articles section for amplification 

 

The bodywork of one of the proposed new Merseyrail trains was on display at Liverpool 

Lime Street for part of November. Sited beneath the old mail part of the station it was an 

ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ Ǿiews on the proposed interiors and accessibility.   

 

 

 

http://orr.gov.uk/rail/consumers/inquiry-into-may-2018-network-disruption
http://orr.gov.uk/rail/consumers/inquiry-into-may-2018-network-disruption
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmtrans/1163/116302.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmtrans/1163/116302.htm
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The cost of a whole fleet of new trains was financed on the basis of reduced costs of Driver 

Only Operation, but Merseyrail has now acceded to RMT demands that a guard (or second 

safety critical person) must always be on board when they are in operation. As a result, the 

fleet will need financing from increased fares and /or service cost reductions. 

 

 

Although work has now finished at Liverpool Lime Street platform 0 remains trackless as on 

this photo but platform 1 is now in use.  
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This sign may have two meanings, 

both of which will require some 

enforcementΧΧ 

 

Lime Street is a very busy city centre 

station with partying throngs and 

overhead power wires. Apparently 

there have been problems of 

unleashed helium balloons tangling 

with the catenary. The resulting 

work to remove them disrupts 

operation of the trains. 
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Zoom in to study the above photograph in more detail. This is the bronze 

plaque from Patricroft Steam Shed in honour of those who served and those 

who fell in the First World War.  128 fought and 27 were killed.  Notice too, the 

²ŜƭǎƘ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΩ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘhe place you 

worked, so many Welshmen who would have remained cleaners for most of 

their days at small Welsh sheds took the offered post of fireman or driver at 

the larger sheds on the London and North Western Railway.  
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It was thought by many that the plaque was lost but it has been retrieved from 

the Salford Museum Collection store and is now installed in the porch of the 

Carnegie Library Building in Eccles. 

 

"Transpennine Express' new trains intended for service between Liverpool and  

Scarborough/Middlesbrough have been calling regularly at Eccles Station  

during test and crew training runs. The new trains which should have been in  

service in May 2018 will not now enter service until May 2019. The  

trainsets, built in Spain by CAF and known as Nova 3, comprise 13 sets of  

five car Mk5A coaches pushed or pulled by a single class 68 locomotive owned  

by Beacon Rail and leased from Direct Rail Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

The pictures below show Class 68 locomotive 68020 named 'Reliance' at one 

end of the train with driving trailer TP02 at the other end whilst laying over in  

the loop at Eccles Station. Note that the nose of the locomotive and driving  

trailer is no longer painted yellow for safety reasons due to the use of new  

high intensity lights."   

Photographs and article are courtesy of Pete Malone 
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The runs are to Longsight depot and take place as required under an FRGT 

code. One is from Carlisle  (stopover at Eccles 1204 to 1249)  and the 

alternative one from  Bletchley (stopover at Eccles 1226 to1249).  

See www.realtimetrains.co.uk  and enter ECCLES then click on the particular 

train for full details. 

 

Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǘ 9ŎŎƭŜǎΥ  ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ in Western 

Australia ran away after its driver got off to inspect a wagon in the train. It 

went for over fifty miles at quite some speed and could only stopped by 

derailing it at Turner Sidings, wrecking most of the wagons and locomotives 

and blocking the BHP line to port Hedland. The train was 268 wagons long, 

carrying nearly 35,000 tonnes of iron ore worth about $2,000,000,most of 

which is now scattered around the kilometre or so of damaged trackwork. The 

line would normally carry about 20 of these trains a day so the blockage is 

expected to cost the company over a hundred million dollars a week in lost 

http://www.realtimetrains.co.uk/
http://www.realtimetrains.co.uk/
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revenue.   For videos and further details see: 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=australia+train+crash&qpvt=australia+train+crash&view=detail&mid=9B3FC694B

638FDC8ED1A9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A&rvsmid=89C20332DAE4A7F8398789C20332DAE4A7F83987&FORM=VDQVAP 

There is much else of interest at this reference. 

The benefits of having a common enemy can be surprising. Israel has proposed 

to the Gulf States that the railway between the Mediterranean port of Haifa 

and the port of Muscat (Oman) on the Arabian Gulf be reinstated. The idea was 

suggested by Binyamin Netanyahu, and in early November the Israeli Transport 

Minister attended a railway conference in Oman to discuss the idea further. 

There is much railway development in the Arab states  but like this country it 

seems to be very slow to produce concrete results. For more detail see: 

https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/peace-train-to-oman-how-a-rail-could-link-tel-aviv-to-oman/ar-BBPdICT 

https://www.railombudsman.org/about-us/our-process/ 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 18th November, members of the Friends of Patricroft Station unveiled their 

new artwork around their station boards.  

The wall is much improved in appearance. The artist, Mark Mennel used a stencil to 

produce striking wheel images as background. Above (L to R) are Ann Taverner, Steve 

Lawton, Vicky Mennel, Mark Mennel (artist), Ian Stewart and Nina Keshishian 

(secretary) 

Left is the chairman Steve Lawton describing the project and below is the board with 

the history of Patricroft Eng9ine Sheds. 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=australia+train+crash&qpvt=australia+train+crash&view=detail&mid=9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A&rvsmid=89C20332DAE4A7F8398789C20332DAE4A7F83987&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=australia+train+crash&qpvt=australia+train+crash&view=detail&mid=9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A&rvsmid=89C20332DAE4A7F8398789C20332DAE4A7F83987&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=australia+train+crash&qpvt=australia+train+crash&view=detail&mid=9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A&rvsmid=89C20332DAE4A7F8398789C20332DAE4A7F83987&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=australia+train+crash&qpvt=australia+train+crash&view=detail&mid=9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A9B3FC694B638FDC8ED1A&rvsmid=89C20332DAE4A7F8398789C20332DAE4A7F83987&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/peace-train-to-oman-how-a-rail-could-link-tel-aviv-to-oman/ar-BBPdICT
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/peace-train-to-oman-how-a-rail-could-link-tel-aviv-to-oman/ar-BBPdICT
https://www.railombudsman.org/about-us/our-process/
https://www.railombudsman.org/about-us/our-process/
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ORR Review of timetable meltdown. 

Here is the press release issued by the Office of Rail and Road when they 

published their inter�]�u���(�]�v���]�v�P�•���}�v���D���Ç�[�•���š�]�u���š�����o�������]�•���•�š���Œ�W 

20 September 2018 

The Office of Rail and Road (ORR), chaired by Stephen Glaister, has today published its interim 

Inquiry report into what caused the May 2018 timetable disruption, which led to passengers 


