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ECCLES STATION 

NEWS 
MARCH 2016 

Welcome to windy and wintery March. It has been a slog to get this issue ready 

in time, with the completion of the local history article on Worsley, and the 

polishing of a simple model for comparing modes of transport. The model uses 

the idea of a time penalty to allow for service (in) frequency.  

 

NEWS 

In December it was announced that John Cridland is to be the Chairman of 
Transport for the North (TfN). This body is to coordinate transport strategy 
for the northern counties and cities covering railways, roads, trams, goods 
and air. It will also have some responsibility for ticketing: at the meeting it 
was announced that an aim would be to have a northern version of 
Oystercard by 2018.  Much is now happening on paper and in terms of 
appointments and budgets. See: http://transportforthenorth.com/  

 

Mention of Oystercard brings to mind ΨDŜǘ aŜ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǎƳŀǊǘ 
ǘƛŎƪŜǘƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŎƘester (TfGM) travel 
area. This now seems to be trams only with touch card points at platforms, 
following withdrawal of the developer of the system. It is not known how much 
ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŦDa ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ΨGet Me ThereΩ 
is now available as a free mobile phone app available from Android and Apple 
stores. The app enables purchase (via Apple Pay) of day, weekend and week 
tickets for the tram network, but it is hoped to extend it soon to include single 
tickets. ESN hopes most sincerely that readers understand what all this means. 

 

http://transportforthenorth.com/
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ESN was highly amused by the reported adventures of geeky Jordon Cox who is 
so thrifty that he will travel via Dublin or Berlin to get between two 
destinations in England if it will save a few pounds cash. Of course cash is much 
more valuable than time for most young fellows. How valuable to you is time 
saving though?  If you missed this amusement see: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-essex-35482102  

 

OUT AND ABOUT...  

A visit to Doncaster on a day of uninspiring weather, and the train passed along 
the Don Valley. A small percentage of the industry that was along this valley is 
still a large amount of industry! The scale of the remaining Sheffield 
Forgemasters plant is remarkable, and the views from the train included a 
number of 66 class diesels hauling substantial goods trains.   

  

ESN took a walk out along the road towards the racecourse. This was 
interesting for the 18th century buildings. Part of it was elegant and part of it 
tried to be a square with a raised road and old cross on one side and the main 
though road below in the middle. The rain which threatened much of the time 
was fortunately light and brief (just long enough to get ƻƴŜΩǎ Ǌŀƛƴ Ŏƻŀǘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
walk a few paces). The weather then improved for a look at a municipal park 
that must have been a large garden for the big house that is in it. 

Walking back along the road on the other side of this park, and still a little way 
from the town centre, was the Doncaster Museum: still open and still not 
charging, and very much a local museum of some quality with local geology, 
wildlife and archaeology and so on. There was an excellent display on the 
operation of a Duck Decoy: something of an eastern England and Dutch 
speciality, and an almost industrial method of harvesting ducks to eat. 

At Doncaster Station and there is 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴǘΩ 

where many famous steam 

locomotives were built. There is 

always unusual rolling stock in the 

sidings for Doncaster works. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-essex-35482102
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Upstairs was the art gallery and this was rather impressive. A large part of the 
decent sized gallery was given over to the annual art prize selection which was 
on display and for sale. Despite the large number of works on display the 
paintings, sketches, watercolours, sculptures, ceramics, installations etc all vied 
ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
interpretation. In the next two rooms the permanent collection of (interesting) 
paintings was on display. 

There were some interesting 

railway items on display but not as 

much as one might expect for such 

a famous railway town. 
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In the centre of the first room was a large oval table made in the pattern shop 
at The Plant in 1905 and later used in the British Railways boardroom at Euston 
House. At Doncaster this table was used for the locomotive design team 
meetings, so plans for locomotives such as Flying Scotsman and Mallard will 
have been discussed around this. Chairing the meetings would have been Sir 
Nigel Gresley and later Edward Thompson then Arthur Peppercorn. 

 

 

ESN took a look round the rather splendid church near to the railway station, 
followed by a visit to the market square. Some by now necessary sustenance 
was taken in the pleasant Wetherspoons on the square and then onto a train 
back to Manchester. 

...By TRAIN from ECCLES STATION. 

 

Was thƛǎ {ƛǊ bƛƎŜƭ DǊŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ŀǘ 

The Plant design meetings? 

All photos by JER 
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ARTICLES 

Some Local History 

 

What a loss! What a decline in status! The Green at Worsley is now a half 
moon area of grass and trees with a defunct monumental fountain, and by its 
side a crescent of 1900s arts and crafts cottages. These were done to a high 
standard as befits the estate village of the very wealthy Earl of Ellesmere, 
whose New Hall residence was a short way up the hillside on the Leigh Road. 
Yet there had been a railway on The Green with a little engine shed in the 
middle of the half moon: the monumental fountain was once the base of a 
large industrial chimney! 

 

The wordy ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨŀƴƘŜƭŀŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψarte Cyclopea factaΩ 
ƻǊ ΨŜȄƘŀǳǎǘǎΩ Ψ made for CycƭƻǇŜŀƴ ŀǊǘΩ ƛΦŜΦ smoke from foundry work. 
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The fact is that Worsley, while being tasteful, was also a highly industrialised 
productive and profitable estate village that capitalised on the fact that the 
Bridgewater canal ran (scenically) through its centre.  

 

 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭƛŜǊȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ at the Delph from 40 miles of 
ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǎƪŜƭŜǘŀƭƭȅ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ΨaΩ ōƻŀǘǎ ƻǊ όŀǎ you could 
see their ribsΣύ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŀǊǾŀǘƛƻƴŜǊǎΦΩ. The mine and these barges 
provided much employment in Worsley. 
http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/bridgewater/worsleydelph.htm  

http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/bridgewater/worsleydelph.htm
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By the canal side where the Delph branch meets the main canal is a building 
with buttresses that was the oil store but is now grade II listed homes. Next 
along is the boathouse that held The Earl of EllesmŜǊŜΩǎ .ŀǊƎŜΦ  Both are shown 
on the photo below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the same side and stretching from this towards Monton was a sizeable boat 
building yard, docks and works area covering what is now The Green. 

²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ 

village of Worsley. 

The large impressive Victorian 

church of St Mark is a typical feature 

of such an estate village. It was 

designed by George Gilbert Scott. 



8 

 

AccorŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ψ±ƛǎƛǘ {ŀƭŦƻǊŘΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ òéééi t included a boat building 

yard, motor mill, timber yard, nail makers, wheelwrights, basket  
makers and a warehouseó     

This boat yard stretched as far as the point where two separate railway lines 
approached the canal at right angles to it. They brought coal overland from 
other collieries.  So at one time there were two railway bridges over Worsley 
Road at the far end of the Green. The lines came from Sanderson Sidings. The 
first of these lines was at high level and terminated in a coal chute/tip  to fill the 
barges where the canal bends to the right. There are now new houses built 
where this once stood. The second of these lines appeared to drop to canal 
level and there was a basin. This line was removed quite early on. 

Beyond this point the north side canal embankment is widened significantly. It 
is flat to form a plateau above the fields behind it: a linear development of 
modern houses makes this area conspicuous. It was here that three large coke 
ovens were built in a line. The smoke from these was probably vented into the 
air creating a lovely industrial atmosphere. To serve them the basin was 
enlarged behind them and a railway line was built. It curved down from the 
coal chute line (just after it crossed Worsley Road) to form sidings parallel to 
the canal: the head shunt was at the end of the plateau. A line kicked back 
from here to go under the coal chute and give access to the boatyard and 
works area. (There was not a line on the level across Worsley Road as 
speculated in a previous article.) 

Across the canal from these ovens there the stone base of a large lime kiln(s?) 
between the old granary building and the newish Barton Arms. Again the 
smoke from this would have contributed to the atmosphere. This would have 
needed coal from the mines and limestone from Derbyshire: both of these bulk 
materials probably came by canal, because there was a basin next to it. ESN 
will hazard a guess that though some of it may have been used in mortar for 
construction; most will have been used agriculturally for liming the fields of 
this extensive estate. 

Returning to the railways in Worsley village: a coal chute, sidings, three coke 
ovens and a boat yard, all served by rail would need a shunting locomotive.  
This locomotive was ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƻǊΩ. It was a delightful little vertical boiler loco 
with open sides and a ramshackle corrugated iron roof. It passed the night in a 
small engine shed located centrally on what is now The Green. The 1889 
surveyed Ordnance Survey Map shows this brilliantly but leaves the mystery of 
why a later one inch OS map should show the old two lines arrangement. 
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Looking at successive maps shows layout changes some of which are still 
obvious in the landscape. 

 

άTorέ was built by Alexander Chaplin of Glasgow: there is a splendid posed 
1890 picture ƻŦ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мтп ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƭƭƛŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻŀƭŦƛŜƭŘΩ ōȅ 
Geoffrey Hayes, a copy of which is held at the Peel Park Local History Library.  

The following give you an idea of its appearance (especially the last one): 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpv
t=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&FOR
M=IGRE  

http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Alexander_Chaplin_and_Co  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_London_Harbour_0-4-0  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&FORM=IGRE
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&FORM=IGRE
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&qpvt=alexander+chaplin+locomotives&FORM=IGRE
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Alexander_Chaplin_and_Co
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_London_Harbour_0-4-0

