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¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  

News section. Articles.  Trip of the month.   Book Review 

We have a reminder of engineering work that will be taking place on the L&M 

line, plenty of news, and a photographic look at an obscure but attractive area 

of the North West. Space constraints and a shortage of staff in the research 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 5Ǌ .ŜŜŎƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

to next issue. Editor 

 

NEWS 

There have been some changes to the Northern Hub proposals. A timetabling 

exercise has shown that the introduction of electric trains will increase line 

capacity rendering some of the civil engineering proposals unnecessary. The 

Liverpool & Manchester line will now be quadrupled between Huyton and 

Roby only, and the quadrupling of the Manchester Huddersfield line between 

Saddleworth and Marsden will not take place.  

 

The plan for the western facing bay platforms at Manchester Victoria has been 

dropped. More trains from the west will run through and terminate at 

Stalybridge and Rochdale instead. This will give even better services to these 

two towns and create the space for extra trains at Victoria. 
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The demolition work at Manchester Mayfield has now stopped (paused?). 

Apparently the proposed civil service accommodation will not be built. The 

overall roof and most of the side walls have been removed. The space created 

will now be used as a major venue for the 2013 Manchester International 

Festival in July. For details of the many events scheduled to take place there 

see http://www.mif.co.uk/Downloads/press_releases/Mayfield_Depot_FINAL.pdf 

 

At Manchester Piccadilly the current platforms 13 & 14 will not be replaced as 

part of the Northern Hub work. An additional viaduct will be constructed by the 

side of these platforms to provide the new platforms 15 & 16. Oxford Road 

Station will also see considerable expenditure to give four long, fully accessible 

through platforms. Full details are not yet planned out but the station will need 

to occupy more ground area, and the listed parts of the buildings will be 

retained. 

  

The electrification engineering work means that Eccles trains will be replaced 

by buses on Sundays up to and including Sunday 8th July 2013. This also applies 

on Saturdays 1st and 22nd June.  

 

 

A bus will run from Piccadilly 

to Huyton through Eccles.  

Zoom the picture to see the 

replacement bus timetable. 

http://www.mif.co.uk/Downloads/press_releases/Mayfield_Depot_FINAL.pdf
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The portals are up at Eccles Station, 

and catenary wiring has now 

reached Eccles. 

At Eccles the wiring seems to have 

got ahead of the provision of 

insulators and supports, so in a 

number of places it is hung 

temporarily on nylon straps with 

pulleys. 

Notice that the load bearing part of 

the wiring is actually a copper rope 

with a steel strand twisted in for 

strength. Trains will draw energy 

from the copper wire below it. 
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Roy Chapman, the Rail Services planning officer at Transport for Greater 
Manchester (TFGM) has written to Steve Clapham of Freccles thanking us for 
undertaking the survey of passengers published ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9{bΦ 
He points out that the data confirms the views of TFGM that Customer 
information screens, CCTV and Help points should be priorities for Eccles as 
soon as funding is aǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ψ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
passengers want longer ticket office hours, this is a common request across 
Greater Manchester. However, such extensions to hours are difficult to justify 
as they add to railway costs.Ω 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Network Rail has cleared many trees 

that would have been too close to 

the wiring. At Eccles station this has 

exposed much that we would rather 

had remained hidden! 

Therefore a lot of clearing up needs 

to be done urgently by Freccles at 

the monthly work day. 

BT Police Constable 411, Maxine 
Southwell) visited Eccles, on the 
16th  May as a result of the latest 
incident of fly tipping at the usual 
spot. Unfortunately there was 
nothing of evidential value 
among the rubbish. 

Network Rail has now removed a 
lot of rubbish following the tree 
felling so the area looks rather 
better! 
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The tulips in the station garden are looking wonderful. Here are those in the 

wave on the Liverpool platform. Many thanks to our gardening team for 

maintaining such good displays. 
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!ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōǎΥ 

 

 

The next gardening and station cleaning day is on Sunday 7th July at 11.00. 

Join the team for a pleasant couple of hours exercise.  

 

The students of Manchester University are holding an arts festival in early 

June. Take a look at the web site quoted on the poster below for a feast of 

music and drama: 
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OUT AND ABOUT...    

 

 

 

This is a view from the platform at 

Foxfield Station between Barrow 

and Millom on the west coast of the 

Lake District. The old water tower is 

still in place.  

The white building is a pub called 

The Prince of Wales. It houses its 

own brewery and contributes 

significantly to passenger demand 

for this station (there are not many 

houses at Foxfield!) 

Yes it is one of those wretched beer 

festivals that the Prince of Wales 

keeps holding. This food and drink 

marquee was in the pub garden. 

Beers (porters, stouts and dark 

milds) from small breweries 

throughout the UK were on sale. 

This is the view from the waiting 

room at Foxfield Station. It 

overlooks the Duddon Estuary and 

salt marshes. 


